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SUBJECT: LAST NIGHT'S VIOLENCE: SOME PRELIMINARY THOUGHTS 

1 . WE HOPE THAT LAST NIGHT'S EVENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY 
WILL NOT CAUSE ANY PANIC IN WASHINGTON. BUT THE POLITICAL 
SITUATION IS CLEARLY A CAUSE FOR LEGITIMATE CONCERN. 

2. THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT TORRIJOS OR THE NATIONAL 
GUARD IS LOSING ITS GRIP ON THE COUNTRY. THE GUARD RE- 
SPONDED WITH GREAT RESTRAINT TO THE VIOLENCE ON THE UNI- 
VERSITY CAMPUS. IN EFFECT IT SEALED OFF THE CAMPUS. 

LEAVING THE CAMPUS POLICE TO TRY TO CONTROL THE VIOLENCE. 
(UNIVERSITY AUTONOMY HAS A LONG TRADITION HERE, AS ELSE- 
WHERE IN LATIN AMERICA.) THE TROUBLE FIZZLED OUT, BUT NOT 
BEFORE SERIOUS DAMAGE HAD BEEN DONE. 

3. THE PROBLEM LIES WITH THE FACT THAT THE POLITICAL 
TEMPERATURE HAS BEEN RAISED BY SO MANY UNACCUSTOMED 
POLITICAL CONDITIONS. THE CULMINATION (FOR PANAMA) OF 
THE TREATY PROCESS-WITH ALL THE DIVISIVENESS THAT HAS 
ENTAILED-IS A MAJOR CONTRIBUTION; THIS IS VIEWED AS A 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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LAST CHANCE FOR THE LOST CAUSE. MORE DISTURBING HAS BEEN 
THE IMPACT OF THE RETURNING EXILES, PARTICULARLY ARNULFO 
ARIAS. THE MOOD OF EXCITEMENT AND EXPECTATION IS CON- 
TAGIOUS; AND THIS HAS CREATED THE MOOD IN WHICH LAST 
NIGHT'S EVENTS COULD HAPPEN. 

4. WE KNOW OF NO DIRECT CONNECTION BETWEEN ARIAS AND THE 
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LEFTIST STUDENTS WHICH COULD HAVE PRODUCED LAST NIGHT S 
EVENTS. (WE WILL KNOW MORE LATER.) OBVIOUSLY, BETWEEN 
THE STUDENT ULTRAS AND THE EXILE ULTRAS THERE ARE CLOSE 
LINKS; BUT ARIAS' SPEECH SATURDAY WAS LACED WITH ANTI- 
COMMUNIST RHETORIC AND THE LEFT DIDN’T LIKE IT. 

5. THOUGH WE STILL LACK INFORMATION, OUR BELIEF IS THAT 
THE STUDENT FRACAS WAS NOT REPEAT NOT THE WORK OF A CON- 
SPIRACY WITH THE MAINSTREAM OF THE OPPOSITION (ARIAS, OTHER 
PARTIES, INDEPENDENT LAWYERS, ETC.). WHETHER THERE WAS A 
PLOT WITHIN THE LABYRINTHS OF THE FAR LEFT TO GET A 
MARTYR COULD BE ANOTHER QUESTION. JORDEN 
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